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LEARNING THROUGH SHARING :
OPEN RESOURCES, OPEN PRACTICES, OPEN COMMUNICATION

L eader ship in multimodal computer-mediated " conver sation for lear ning"
Paola Leone, Universita del Salento

Abstract

The study investigates conversational leadershingureletandem sessions, in which pairs of
native and non-native speakers of different langaatiscuss alternately in their L1 and L2 in order
to learn each other’s native language. Teletanddm) (multimodal computer mediated
communication is undertaken via open-source soéwaplications such as Skype, ooMoo, MSN. It
represents an emerging learning context that reasingly being employed in different institutions
(e.g. universities) for effective L2 use and langgigearning.
In order to better understand the influence of ewihtariables on salient activities for language
acquisition (e.g. starting negotiation of meaniagswering clarification requests), the current gtud
focuses on modifications of conversation strucame on the leader's role due to content choice by
one speaker, which is a condition often practisedTeletandem sessions. In particular, research
guestions will be:

t What is the role of the native speaker in conveysa®

1 What is the role of the L2 speaker when she haseashthe topic for conversation?
t Is the speaker who leads topic development alsthéeone who tries to resolve
communication troubles?
The data have been collected by video recordingtdetiem sessions practised by two pairs of
female university students ( pair 1: Italian L1 aBdglish L1 speaker; pair 2: ltalian L1 and
German L1 speaker).
The data comprise six hours of recorded/transcribeshputer mediated conversations which
constitute three different meetings, held by eaih gnd organized as follows:
1 Meeting no. 1, conversation is 30 min. in ltaliamda30 min. in English (pair 1) and in
German (pair 2), no previous topic chosen;
1 Meeting no. 2, language of conversation Englishr(fia and German (pair 2), topic is
chosen by the Italian native speaker;
1 Meeting no. 3, language of conversation is Itali@pjc is selected by the English native
speaker (pair 1) and by the German native spepkar?).
Following Leone (submitted paper) and partly Itak(@001; see also Linell and Luckman 1991),
the model adopted measures conversational traitsasi
- sequential dominance, i.e. the interaction diogctresulting from the qualitative analysis and
measure of controlling topic moves. Topic moveshsas those for eliciting relevant information
will be counted separately from metacommunicatimetiolling moves such as confirmation check
and request for repetition;
- the interaction space, i.e. the average turntkeng



